
 
 
Date: 29 August 2018 
 
Dear Customer 
 
Fire Door Clarification from MHCLG – Advice Note 17  
 
We appreciate that the statement made by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local 
Government (MHCLG) at the end of July and their subsequent circular letter to Building 
Control outlining testing requirements for fire doors, has resulted in an element of confusion 
in certain circles; a point which was covered in the Vicaima statement last week*. 
 
However we would now like to notify you that MHCLG have this week issued a new 
communication, clarifying that the original ‘advice applies to composite doors only’.  We 
would further remind you that Vicaima have never manufactured composite fire doors and 
that as timber fire door assemblies, all our doors are certificated under and in accordance 
with BS 476: Part 22 / BS EN 1634-1. 

 

 All Vicaima fire doors are third party accredited under BWF-Certifire and/or BM 
TRADA Q-Mark.  This includes an annual audit throughout our factory site.  

 Although regulatory requirements dictate a minimum period of performance i.e. 
FD30 = 30 minutes, Vicaima Fire doors would be expected to exceed that minimum 
by a comfortable margin. 

 Vicaima testing refers to fire doors and fire door assemblies (door kits) 
manufactured and supplied by Vicaima directly.  In the case of Vicaima fire doors 
supplied by others in conjunction with their own frame and ironmongery, please 
refer to that companies test evidence accordingly. 

 
 
Copies of the relevant communications can be viewed below.  
 
MHCLG Advice Note 17 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/736
326/Fire_Door_Advice_Note.pdf 

 
*Vicaima statement 21 August 2018 
https://www.vicaima.com/files/files/Fire-Door-Safety-August-2018--Vicaima-Limited.pdf 
 

  

 

Paul King 
Marketing Director 
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